
A hip guide to shopping  
in this gorgeous port city

Travellers often dodge shopping 
in Kochi. But with just a little 
effort, it can reveal a wealth 

of rewards. For one, Kochi is hipper 
and happening. Its reputation as a 
mere tourist paradise is pretty much a 
thing of the past. Interestingly, since its 
inception, the Kochi-Muziris Biennale 
has firmly put the city on the global 
art map: It has transformed itself 
into a creative district; one that offers 
contemporary art and a cultural fix. 
And it’s making space for interesting 
concept stores and boutiques that either 
celebrate the city’s spirit or evolve into 
the modern – and, occasionally, with 
an eye on both worlds. So, what’s worth 
shopping for in Kochi and where? 
We’ve scoured the streets to inspire you.

About the store: Issac Alexander and Tinky 
Mathew restored an old Dutch-style warehouse 

and transformed it into a store in 2012.
What we like: Nestled in Fort Kochi, it brings 
together big names like Bodice, The Summer 

House and Runaway Bicycle. Look out for postcards 
by Locopopo, leather bags by Chamar Studio and 

accessories by The Burlap People. 

About the store: Founded by 
Diya John and John Joseph, the 

label made its debut in 2014.
What we like: Diya’s 

designs reflect her 
sensibilities; speckled 
with embroidery and 
beadwork informed 

by nature, art and 
people, she brings a 
contemporary edge 

to ready-to-wear. 
Modern silhouettes 
and cuts transform 
ethnic apparel into 
elegant wearables. 
Palazzos, dresses, 
skirts, crop tops, 

and flowy jackets in 
chanderi, silk, cotton 
and linen realised in 

fusion styles are a firm 
favourite with the 
city’s fashionistas. 

About the store: Siblings Tiya 
Jacob and Anu Jacob teamed up 
with BFF Diya Joseph to open 
up a retail space in the heart of 
the city this September. Thunnal, 
which in Malayalam translates to 
‘sewing’, is an homage to the craft. 
What we like: Handpicked 
contemporary designs and 
traditional silhouettes with dainty 
embellishments populate Thunnal. 
It has an eclectic stock of pastels 
and fall colours. Seek wardrobe 
inspiration for the season ahead 
with tunics, dresses, kaftans, crop 
tops, jackets, capes, jumpsuits 
and palazzos. With Antegra Silver 
jewellery now in store, Thunnal 
gears up to house more jewellery 
brands and hold pop-up shows. 

About the store: Sreejith Jeevan – a design graduate from 
NID, Ahmedabad, transformed an ancestral property into a 

workspace and store in 2013. 
What we like: The designer experiments with lightweight 

clothing in silk, linen, cotton and cotton-silk, occasionally 
throwing in a bit of organza for accent. The designs are 

characterised by loose and free-falling silhouettes.

SALT STUDIO  
(@SALTSTUDIO)

THUNNAL (@THUNNAL)

PEPPER HOUSE  
(@PEPPERHOUSEKOCHI)

ROUKA (@ROUKABYSREEJITHJEEVAN)

LIFESTYLE UPDATES

Serene Kochi is an intriguing mix: 
Giant fishing nets, crumbling ruins 
and a centre for the arts 

COOL IN KOCHI
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MARIE BÄERSCH  
Photographer, Boys In The Hood (Pg 60)

What was it like working with not one, 
but two people for the cover story?
It was pretty exciting since it’s not something I do 
very often.  Ayushmann and Vicky were wonderful 
to work with.

Have you ticked something off your 
bucket list this year?
I don’t really have a bucket list, but I’m always 
seeking new experiences. India has been 
extremely exciting so far.

JULIAN TAN 
Photographer, Singapore Sling (Pg 84)

Your favourite city to shoot in?
My favourite city to shoot in is Osaka and 
Kyoto. They have the most breathtaking 
sceneries that I can’t resist. 

Have you ticked something off your 
bucket list this year?
I usually don’t make bucket lists because I’m 
spontaneous when it comes to making plans. 

SUSHANT KADAM 
Photographer, Electric Feel (Pg 94)

Your favourite project you have worked 
on so far?
I can’t say it is my favourite, but the current project 
I’m working on means the most to me. It is about 
the flora and fauna that inhabit the city of Mumbai.

Have you ticked something off your 
bucket list this year?
I don’t have a bucket list. But, I finally bought a 
guitar and enrolled for some classes this year.

CONTRIBUTORS

SMITHA SADANANDAN  
Writer, Cool In Kochi (Pg 30)

Your favourite purchase of the year?
Three pairs of gemmy hoop earrings from 
Swarovski. 

Have you ticked something off your 
bucket list this year?
I’ve had this burning desire to tour southern 
France as well as Brittany, in northwest France, and 
eat my way through it all – this Fall, I crossed it off 
my bucket list.
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BHAVYA ARORA  
Make-up artist, The Rule Breakers (Pg 4)

Your go-to party make-up hack?
I have two. One: The trick to making a deep 
red or wine lip colour stay longer is by 
scrubbing the lips, applying a generous coat 
of colour with a lip pencil and then going 
over it with a smudge-proof, long-stay 
liquid matte.  The second one is to keep 
the skin fresh and dewy by using a liquid or 
cream highlighter as well as a cream blush 
that adds to the glow. 

Have you ticked something off 
your bucket list this year?
I don’t believe in bucket lists. I have 
something known as a ‘100 Dreams’ list 
that I keep adding things to. This year, I 
started my own venture, a digital magazine, 
and also started taking piano lessons.
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