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 Spotlight  

Ingenious new ways and arresting styles have seen the jewellery 

industry being swept by a wave of transformable jewels this year 

starting with Baselworld, followed by the Masterpiece Fair in London, 

High Jewellery Week in Paris, Vincenzaoro in Italy, Hong Kong Jewellery 

Show and Junwex Moscow.Our UK correspondent Smitha Sadanandan 

reports on the new trend that is catching on globally.

ransformable jewellery has been around for years, and 
of late, many more jewellery designers and fine brands 
have wised up by crafting transformable rings, necklaces, 

earrings and bracelets, while revisiting the concept of versatility 
and individuality. The idea of being able to wear a single piece of 
jewellery in different ways is infinitely appealing and has found 
many takers who want “value for money”; no surprise then that 
multi-use contemporary collections with interchangeable stones 
and clever designs – aimed at women who wish to wear elegant 
pieces and adapt them to various outfits and events – is on-trend.  

“Transformable jewellery is an ongoing trend. Many a jeweller 
has introduced one-off pieces that can be worn in different ways. 
However, only a few designers have created whole collections 
featuring transformable jewellery. One such master is Alessio 
Boschi, a true jewellery artist from Italy, who puts metamorphosis 
in the core of his creations. His pearl necklaces transform into a 
bracelet and brooch, while its decorative elements can be taken off 
and worn as earrings. Alessio showcased many of  his whimsical 
jewels at Baselworld. 

Another designer, whose style is radically different, is Alia 
Mouzannar from the Lebanese jewellery house A&W Mouzannar. 
She creates gold and diamond earrings that can be folded and worn 
in three different lengths or even taken apart and worn separately as 
brooches. “There is no limit to the artist’s imagination,” says Katerina 
Perez, jewellery insider and editor-in-chief of  KaterinaPerez.com, 
who is also a regular at international jewellery shows.

This year, when Baselworld threw open its doors to jewellery 
and watch connoisseurs, one of the show-stealers turned out to be 
the ‘Fascination,’ a highly-unique and transformable jewel by Graff. 
It was a “true work of art” which could be transformed into a watch, 
bracelet or ring. Besides this, Graff unveiled another sparkling secret 
– its ornate sapphire and diamond adorned brooch, which could be 
transformed into a secret-watch. 

It is important for women to have very individual pieces that they 
can identify with, and also be able to wear at various occasions in 

T

Only a few designers have 
created whole collections 
featuring transformable 
jewellery. One such master is 
Alessio Boschi, a true jewellery 
artist from Italy, who puts 
metamorphosis in the core of 
his creations.”

Seen above is a diamond necklace that can 
trasform into a bracelet, from the Secret 
Combination collection by Harry Winston. 
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different styles, observe jewellers. Luxury jewellery houses such as 
Bulgari, Boghossian, De Beers, Faberge and Harry Winston crafted 
glamorous high-jewellery designs that pushed the envelope in 
terms of creativity. One such piece, Bulgari’s ‘Sparkling Heart’ high 
jewellery necklace, set in diamonds and emeralds, is convertible into 
a brooch, while ‘Saut d’Ange’ ruby and diamond ring from Swiss 
jewellery house Boghossian’s ‘Ballet Oriental’ collection features a 
removable diamond wing. 

The House of Fabergé crafted its floral high jewellery ‘Secret 
Garden’ and ‘Summer in Provence’ , both of which feature its 
signature bejewelled egg that, in these necklaces, is detachable 
thereby ensuring that the jewel can be worn in two different ways. 
“Both designs embody the transformable trend. With Fabergé, there 
is always an element of surprise, of wit and magic. On this necklace, 
the egg is actually detachable and rotates to reveal different scenes so 
it is a transformable piece that can be worn three different ways,” says 
Natalia Shugaeva, head of design, Fabergé.

A gorgeous set of sparkling diamonds in delicate layers made up 
the delightful ‘Secrets’ high-jewellery collection by Harry Winston. 
Made up of three series of designs, the ‘Secret Combination’ 
necklace and bracelet are layered with strands of diamonds that can 
be put together or detached and worn as you choose to.

Detachable strands of fancy-cut diamonds 
assemble beautifully to create varied necklaces 
from the Secret Combination by Harry Winston.
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Created by Wallace Chan, world-
renowned jewellery artist, the 
uniquely modular masterpiece “A 
Heritage in Bloom” can be worn 
in 27 different ways. Shown here 
are the masterpiece necklace and 
three different ways of wearing it.
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While most jewels could be worn in two-three different ways, 
acclaimed jewellery artist Wallace Chan did something audacious. 
He dreamed up a necklace that can be worn in a staggering 27 
different ways! ‘A Heritage in Bloom’ by Chan is a masterpiece no 
doubt. But what prompted Chan to come up with this collectible 
necklace for Chinese jeweller Chow Tai Fook? “At first I thought of 
the five elements while creating the piece: metal, wood, water, fire 
and earth – elements that contribute to the formation of this world. 
But as I began working on the piece, I began thinking deeply. We 
have this Chinese saying ‘the infinite number 3 goes on and on.’ 
So, 3 X 3 X 3 totals up to 27. And 27 is known as the perfect cube. 
Naturally, I went ahead and made 27 styles for the necklace and it 
perfectly illustrates my idea of infinity,” explains Chan.  

The idea of change is fascinating, adds the gifted designer. 
“When you observe life, you see changes all the time; yet everything 
falls back into place. This also makes life fascinating. The world 
embraces change. But when you create a design for a gemstone, 
it speaks to you and lets you know whether the jewellery should 
be transformable or not. When it comes to creation, every piece is 
different,” says Chan.

These adaptable styles ensure you don’t have to stash your 
favourite baubles and jewels and wear it just for that one occasion. 
So, in the coming year, explore the options available and buy one of 
the transformable jewels that suit your style. Promise, you’ll end up 
wearing them more often than ever. n

The idea of change is fascinating, 
says Chan. When you observe life, 
you see changes all the time ... 
But when you create a design for a 
gemstone, it speaks to you and lets 
you know whether the jewellery 
should be transformable or not.”

Boghossian Saut d’Ange ruby 
and diamond ring from the Ballet 
Oriental Collection. The diamond 
wing is removable.

The Summer in 
Provence necklace 
by Faberge.
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